Taking as the points of departure the historical, cultural, spiritual and statehood
heritage of the Macedonian people and their struggle over centuries for national
and social freedom as well as the creation of their own state, and particularly the
traditions of statehood and legality of the Krushevo Republic and the historic
decisions of the Anti-Fascist Assembly of the People's Liberation of Macedonia,
together with the constitutional and legal continuity of the Macedonian state as a
sovereign republic within Federal Yugoslavia and freely manifested will of the
citizens of the Republic of Macedonia in the referendum of September 8th, 1991,
as well as the historical fact that Macedonia is established as a national state of the
Macedonian people, in which full equality as citizens and permanent co-existence
with the Macedonian people is provided for Albanians, Turks, Vlachs, Romanics
and other nationalities living in the Republic of Macedonia, and intent on:

« the establishment of the Republic of Macedonia as a sovereign and
independent state, as well as a civil and democratic one;

« the establishment and consolidation of the rule of law as a fundamental
system of government;

« the guaranteeing of human rights, citizens' freedoms and ethnic equality;

« the provision of peace and a common home for the Macedonian people
with the nationalities living in the Republic of Macedonia; and on

« the provision of social justice, economic wellbeing and prosperity in the
life of the individual and the community,

the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia adopts

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF
MACEDONIA

|. BASIC PROVISIONS

Article 2

Sovereignty in the Republic of Macedonia derives from the citizens and belongs to the
citizens.

The citizens of the Republic of Macedonia exercise their authority through democratically
elected Representatives through referendum and through other forms of direct expression.



Article 8

The fundamental values of the constitutional order of the Republic of Macedonia
are:

« the basic freedoms and rights of the individual and citizen, recognised in
international law and set down in the Constitution;

o the free expression of national identity;

e therule of law;

« the division of state powers into legislative, executive and judicial;

o the legal protection of property;

« the freedom of the market and entrepreneurship;

o humanism, social justice and solidarity;

o local self-government;

e proper urban and rural planning to promote a congenial human
environment, as well as ecological protection and development; and

« respect for the generally accepted norms of international law.

Anything that is not prohibited by the Constitution or by law is permitted in the
Republic of Macedonia.

[I. BASIC FREEDOMS AND RIGHTS OF THE INDIVIDUAL AND CITIZEN

1. Civil and political freedoms and rights

Article 20

Citizens are guaranteed freedom of association to exercise and protect their political,
economic, social, cultural and other rights and convictions.

Citizens may freely establish associations of citizens and political parties, join them or
resign from them.

The programmes and activities of political parties and other associations of citizens may

not be directed at the violent destruction of the constitutional order of the Republic, or at

encouragement or incitement to military aggression or ethnic, racial or religious hatred or
intolerance.



Military or paramilitary associations which do not belong to the Armed Forces of the
Republic of Macedonia are prohibited.

[1l. THE ORGANISATION OF STATE AUTHORITY

1. The Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia

Article 67

The Assembly elects a President and one or more Vice-Presidents from the ranks of the
Representatives by a majority vote of the total number of Representatives.

The President of the Assembly represents the Assembly, ensures the application of the
Rules of Procedure and carries out other responsibilities determined by the Constitution and
the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly.

The office of the President of the Assembly is incompatible with the performance of other
public offices, professions or appointment in a political party.

The President of the Assembly issues notice to the election of Representatives and of the
President of the Republic.

Article 68

The Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia

« adopts and changes the Constitution;

« adopts laws and gives the authentic interpretation of laws;

o determines public taxes and fees;

» adopts the budget and the balance of payments of the Republic;

« adopts the spatial plan of the Republic;

« ratifies international agreements;

e decides on war and peace;

« makes decisions concerning any changes in the borders of the Republic;

« makes decisions on association in the disassociation from any form of union or
community with other states;

 issues notice of a referendum;

e makes decisions concerning the reserves of the Republic;

e sets up councils;

o elects the Government of the Republic of Macedonia;

« carries out elections and discharges judges;

« selects, appoints and dismisses other holders of public and other offices determined
by the Constitution and law;



o carries out political monitoring and supervision of the Government and other
holders of public office responsible to the Assembly;

e proclaims amnesties; and

« performs other activities determined by the Constitution.

In carrying out the duties within its sphere of competence, the Assembly adopts decisions,
declarations, resolutions, recommendations and conclusions.

2. The President of the Republic of Macedonia

Article 81

A candidate for President of the Republic can be nominated by a minimum of 10,000 voters
or at least 30 Representatives.

A candidate for President of the Republic is elected if voted by a majority of the total
number of voters.

If in the first round of voting no candidate wins the majority required, voting in the second
round is restricted to the two candidates who have won most votes in the first round.

The second round takes place within 14 days of the termination of voting in the first round.

A candidate is elected President if he/she wins a majority of the votes of those who voted,
provided more than half of the registered voters voted.

If in the second round of voting no candidate wins the required majority of votes, the whole
electoral procedure is repeated.

If only one candidate is nominated for the post of President of the Republic and he/she does
not obtain the required majority of votes in the first round, the whole electoral procedure is
repeated.

The election of the President of the Republic takes place within the last 60 days of the term
of the previous President. Should the term of office of the President of the Republic be
terminated for any reason, the election of a new President takes place within 40 days from
the day of termination.

Before taking up office, the President of the Republic of Macedonia makes a solemn
declaration before the Assembly of his/her commitment to respect the Constitution and
laws.



