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I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1

To the European Parliament, female or male deputies (hereinafter: "Members of the European Parliament") from the Republic of Slovenia shall be elected directly pursuant to the universal and equal voting right by secret ballot for the period of five years.

Article 2
A Member of the European Parliament (hereinafter: "a MEP") may not be a deputy in the National Assembly and may not perform any executive function in the local community. Further, a MEP also may not perform any functions and activities which may not be performed by a deputy in the National Assembly.
Article 3

The elections of MEPs from the Republic of Slovenia (hereinafter: "the elections") shall be called by the President of the Republic. As the day of elections, a Sunday or any other holyday shall be stipulated in the period determined by the competent body of the European Union.
The Calling of Elections Instrument shall be published in Uradni list Republike Slovenije (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia).
The elections shall be called no sooner than 135 days and no later than 75 days prior to the day of elections. At least sixty days must elapse since the day of calling the elections and the day of elections.
On the day which is in the Calling of Elections Instrument stipulated as the day of calling the elections, the deadlines for election procedures shall commence.
Article 4

The elections shall be conducted and implemented by electoral bodies appointed pursuant to the National Assembly Elections Act.
Article 5

Regarding the decision on the legitimacy of instruments of electoral bodies with respect to the elections of MEPs, in an administrative dispute, the Supreme Court shall have the jurisdiction.
Article 6

Resources for elections to the European Parliament shall be provided for in the state budget.

Article 7

Regarding the issues which are not specially regulated by this Act, the provisions of the National Assembly Elections Act shall be mutatis mutandis applied.

Article 8

Regarding the elections campaign for the elections to the European Parliament, the provisions of the Elections Campaign Act (Uradni list Republike Slovenije (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia), Nos. 62/94 and 17/97), which are applicable to the elections campaign for the elections to the National Assembly, shall be mutatis mutandis applied.

Regarding the elections campaign for the elections to the European Parliament, the provisions of Article 2 (4) and (5) of the Elections Campaign Act shall not apply.

Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 17 of the Elections Campaign Act, the organizer of the elections campaign may acquire the resources for the elections campaign from the contributions of citizens of EU Member States and from private law legal entities from the EU Member States, under the conditions and in the manner applicable to domestic legal entities and natural persons.
Article 9

Regarding the position of a MEP, with respect to the acquisition and termination of the MEP's term of office, regarding the incompatibility of the MEP's office with other offices, regarding the deputy's immunity, regarding the material and other conditions for the work of a MEP, regarding the right of a MEP subsequent to the termination of the term of office, and regarding the limitations and obligations related to the MEP office, the provisions of the EU regulations shall be applied; regarding the issues which are not regulated by the EU regulations, the provisions of the Deputies Act and the provisions of other acts applicable to deputies of the National Assembly shall be mutatis mutandis applied.
II. VOTING RIGHT

Article 10

A female or male citizen (hereinafter: "a citizen") of the Republic of Slovenia who has the right to vote and to be elected a deputy of the National Assembly, shall have the right to vote and to be elected a MEP.
Subject to the conditions from the previous paragraph, also a citizen of another EU Member State whose permanent residence is in the Republic of Slovenia shall have the right to vote and to be elected a MEP, provided that he/she has not been deprived of the voting right and provided that he/she is registered in the voting rights register.
On the same elections to the European Parliament, a female or male voter (hereinafter: "a voter") may only vote once and may only stand as a candidate in the elections on one list of candidates.

A citizen of the Republic of Slovenia who does not have a permanent residence in the Republic of Slovenia and who exercises the voting right for the elections of MEPs in another country, may not exercise the voting right for the elections of MEPs from the Republic of Slovenia.
The voting rights register and the composition of electoral rolls shall be regulated by law.

III. ELECTORAL SYSTEM

Article 11

The deputies shall be elected according to the principle of proportionality.
It shall be voted for the lists of female or male candidates (hereinafter: "candidates").

The territory of the Republic of Slovenia shall be considered one constituency.

Article 12

A voter may only vote for one list of candidates. On the ballot paper, the voter may mark one candidate thus giving him/her priority over the other candidates on the list for which he/she has voted (a preferential vote).
Article 13

The distribution of MEP posts among the lists of candidates shall be carried out at the level of the entire state.
MEP posts shall be allocated to the lists of candidates pursuant to the sequence of the highest quotients attained by dividing the number of votes for each list of candidates by all numbers from one to the number of deputies being voted for (the d'Hondt system). As many candidates as the list received mandates shall be elected from the list of candidates.
The candidates who acquired the highest number of preferential votes shall be elected. Preferential votes for individual candidates shall be taken into account if the number of preferential votes allocated to an individual candidate exceeds the quotient calculated by dividing the number of all votes to a certain list by the twofold of the number of candidates on the list. If, pursuant to this rule, not as many candidates are elected as deputies' terms of office are allocated to the individual list, candidates shall be elected to the remaining MEP posts on this particular list according to the order of candidates on the list of candidates.
IV. STANDING AS CANDIDATE
Article 14

Candidates for MEPs may be proposed by political parties and voters. A list of candidates may only contain the number of candidates equalling the number of MEPs elected from the Republic of Slovenia.
Article 15
Political parties shall determine candidates pursuant to the procedure stipulated by their rules. The list of candidates shall be defined by secret ballot.
A political party may submit the list of candidates if it is supported by signatures of at least four deputies of the National Assembly or by at least a thousand voters.

Two or more political parties may submit a joint list of candidates if it is supported by signatures of at least six deputies of the National Assembly or at least one thousand and five hundred voters.
On the list of candidates none of the genders may be represented by less than 40 percents. Every list must be composed in such a way that at least one candidate of each of the genders is placed to the upper half of the list.
The lists of candidates which do not comply with the provisions of the previous paragraph shall be considered null and void.

The provisions of the previous two paragraphs shall not apply for the candidate lists containing only one or only three male or female candidates, whereby on the list containing three male or female candidates at least one representative of each of the genders shall be included.
Article 16

The list of candidates may be submitted by voters if it is supported by signatures of at least three thousand voters.

On the candidate list none of the genders may be represented by less than 40 percents. Every list must be composed in such a way that at least one candidate of each of the genders is placed on the upper half of the list.
The lists of candidates which do not comply with the provisions of the previous paragraph are null and void.

The provisions of the previous two paragraphs shall not apply for the two candidate lists containing only one or only three male or female candidates, whereby on the list containing three male or female candidates at least one representative of each of the genders shall be included.

Article 17

Every deputy and every voter may only support one list of candidates.

Article 18

The list of candidates shall be submitted to the republic electoral commission no later than on the thirtieth day prior to the day of elections.
If the list of candidates includes a candidate who is not a citizen of the republic of Slovenia, however is a citizen of a EU Member State, a declaration of the candidate must be enclosed to the list stating his/her citizenship and the address of his/her permanent residence in the Republic of Slovenia as well as the that he/she does not stand as a candidate in elections to the European Parliament in any other EU Member State.

The republic electoral commission shall inform other EU Member States about their citizens standing as candidates in the elections to the European Parliament.

V. VOTING AND DETERMINATION OF THE ELECTION RESULT
Article 19

Regarding the organization and work at the polling stations, the voting and determination of the election result, the provisions of the National Assembly Elections Act shall be mutatis mutandis applied, unless otherwise stipulated by this Act.
Article 20

The ballot paper shall comprise:

– the mark of the constituency,
– instructions on how to vote,
– the serial numbers and names of lists of candidates following the order from the roll of lists of candidates, as well as, with respect to every list, the serial numbers and names and surnames of the candidates.

The voter shall vote by encircling the serial number of the list of candidates for which he/she votes. If he/she wishes to give a preferential vote to an individual candidate on the list, he/she shall encircle the number in front of the name and surname of the candidate to whom he/she gives the preferential vote.
Article 21
The election result at the polling station shall be determined by the electoral committee.
The determination of the election result shall commence after polling stations in all EU Member States have been closed.

Article 22

The republic electoral commission shall determine how many votes were given to an individual lists of candidates, how many MEP posts were allocated to an individual list and which candidates from individual lists were elected.
Article 23

The National Assembly shall confirm the election of MEPs. Pursuant to the law, it is possible to file a complaint to the Constitutional Court against the decision of the National Assembly.
The President of the National Assembly shall inform the President of the European Parliament about the result of the elections to the European Parliament.
Article 24

The President of the National Assembly shall inform the President of the European Parliament about the cessation of the MEP's term of office and about who has been elected a MEP instead of the MEP whose term of office terminated.
VI. TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 24a
In the period from the day of accession of the Republic of Slovenia to the European Union to the beginning of the mandate of the European Parliament for the mandate period 2004-2009, the function of MEPs from the Republic of Slovenia shall be performed by seven deputies of the National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia (hereinafter: "the National Assembly") appointed by the National Assembly.
The National Assembly shall appoint seven deputies from the previous paragraph on the proposal of the commission competent for elections and nominations (hereinafter: "the Commission").
Article 24b
Based on the proposals of deputy groups, the Commission shall form a proposal of a uniform list of candidates. The deputy group shall propose the number of candidates from among its members equalling the number of MEPs from the previous article which it is entitled to, proportionally to the number of deputies elected to the National Assembly on the basis of the general voting right from the lists with the same nomination at the last general elections to the National Assembly.
Article 24c

The National Assembly shall appoint MEPs by direct ballot with respect to the proposed list of candidates as a whole.
The candidates on the list shall be appointed if the list is voted for by the majority of all deputies.

For the implementation of proceedings of voting and determining the election result, the Rules of Procedure of the National Assembly shall be applied.
Article 24č
In the case the term of office of a deputy of the National Assembly who was appointed a MEP terminates, unless the mandate period of the National Assembly elapsed, instead of such MEP a new MEP shall be appointed. The appointment shall be carried out on the basis of a proposal submitted to the Commission by the deputy group whose member was the MEP whose mandate terminated.
Article 24d

Provisions of Article 2 of this Act regarding the incompatibility of the MEP function with the function of a deputy of the National Assembly shall not apply for the MEP appointed by the National Assembly.

Article 24e

Provisions of Article 9 of this Act related to the rights of deputies after the termination of the term of office, shall apply for the MEPs appointed by the National Assembly from the termination of their MEP term of office, shall this term of office terminate later than the term of office of a National Assembly Deputy.
In the amendment to the Election of Members of the European Parliament from the Republic of Slovenia Act (ZVPEP-A), in force since 11 March 2004, Article 25 has been deleted.
Article 26

This Act shall enter into force on the fifteenth day subsequent to its publication in the Uradni list Republike Slovenije (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia).
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